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Also at fourteen Vivian won the senior westefn pleasure at the Appaloosa National
Show, was High PointAppaloosa youth of Austral ia, won several euarter Horse and
Appaloosa national t i t les and was All  Breeds overal l  High point youth of eueensland
At f i f teen she left  school to train horses for the public ful l  t ime and one year later,
at sixteen, was acclaimed nationwide when she took out an incredible double at
the third AQHA championship show in 19BO - winning the senior cutt ing and
the senior Reining on the same horse, the f irst double of i ts kind at an RQHA
championship show" Incidentai ly, she was also High point youth at this show.
At nineteen, Vivian was training cutt ing horses and competing in cutt ing events
in the uSAwith the 1983 worrd champion cutt ing Non-pro, John paxt,cn, on
horses owned by high-profi le cl ients such as Jul ie Revson, the Revlon heiress.
At twenty Vivian spent two and a half years with Bi l l  Bowden in Brisbane, suc-
cessful ly campaigning his superb show team, but she missed teaching and at
the age of twentytwo began her current career of turning out nationalthampion
riders as well  as national champion horses.
PROFESS/OIVA L STUDENT

Vivian describes herself  as a professional student who has dedicated her l i fe to
learning from the masters then communicating to others what she has learned.
lan Francis confirms that, 'Vivian has made i t  her business to seek information
and technique from as wide a range of peopre and disciprines as she possibry
can. '

She is a thinking teacher who has a unique abi l i ty to work through problems and
create alternative ways to teach a training principle. Her excitement when she
discovers a new way of doing something is infect ious and her boundless enthu-
siasm inspires her students.

CLINICS AND LESSOI/S

Vivian in the saddle is poetry in motion. Taking instruct ion from her (and I have)
is a revelat ion. Unfai l ingly courteous and patient, her instructrons are clear,
concise and easi ly understandable. Her calm, posit ive att i tude inst i ls confidence
in the most neryous r ider and she never berates. r idicules or condescends a
student. Lessons with Vivian are a joy as she truly loves people and has the
abil i ty to inst inct ively size up her students and know immediately which path to
take with them- According to lan Francis. The fact that people are attracted to
her gives Vivian a great advantage as an instructor. '
Vivian encourages her students to set achievable goals and her excitement over
their small  achjevements spurs them on to the next level.
Those of Vivian's students who show are extremely successful and you can
identi fy them at a giance; they have the most beauti fur seat on a horse and
appear to melt into the saddle. A number of her students are now profes-
sjonal trainers themselves but the quali ty of her instruct ion is the same
for those who want only to trai l  r ide. ' l  learned early on that many
people who have horses have no interest in showing but they
have lessons to improve themselves and their r iding. I  ac_
cept that there rs no rule that you have to show your horse
- or even r ide i t  every day. Just enjoy i t . ,

I N S P I RATI O NAL H O RSEM EN
Vivian has learned from, and been inspired by, many of t .e
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